
 
 
 
“Freedom creates prosperity.  It unleashes human talent, invention and innovation 

creating wealth where none existed before.  Societies that have embraced freedom have 
made themselves rich.  Those that have not have remained poor.” 
 
People in a free society do not become rich by exploiting others, as the elites of less-free 
countries do.  They cannot become rich by making others poorer.  They become rich only by 
providing others with what they want and making other people’s lives better.” 
 
Inspiring words from Foundations of a Free Society, published by the Institute of Economic 
Affairs and written by Eamonn Butler.  It, and many other such texts, have been made 
accessible in countries and languages where they were not previously available by Network 
for a Free Society.  They are the best chance of a better understanding of the circumstances 
that have proved so conducive to human flourishing elsewhere in the world. 
 
Read more about that book here and here with further examples below of how it and other 
similar books have been promoted and explained during 2020 by our inspiring partners in 
Afghanistan (Dari), Iran (Farsi), Northern Nigeria (English as yet but hopefully Hausa), Pakistan 
(Urdu) and Tanzania (Swahili) below.  Also, but not featured here in Armenia, Burundi, DR 
Congo, Malawi, Nepal, Rwanda, Sri Lanka, South Sudan, Venezuela, and Ukraine. 
 
 

Afghanistan 
 
Our partners the Afghan Economics and Legal Studies Organisation (AELSO) extensively use 
Islamic Foundations of a Free Society and Foundations of a Free Society in Dari for their 
seminars and courses. These books support their belief in the compatibility of Islam and free 
society values and are extremely popular in their universities. They are available through 
other book sellers in Afghanistan and on Amazon.  AELSO is just producing their 4th edition of 
their CD “Ideas for Peace and Prosperity “, to reach an even bigger audience and they get 
extensive media coverage of all their events. 
 
Below is a section of the 400 strong audience of young people at The White Assembly’s, 
National Youth Seminar in Kabul University in August 2020 where the IEA books were both 
used and available for students as on their book stall at the conference.  This event was 
widely covered by the national media. 

https://iea.org.uk/publications/research/foundations-of-a-free-society
https://iea.org.uk/
https://iea.org.uk/
https://www.adamsmith.org/blog/uncategorized/dr-eamonn-butler-22604
https://www.networkforafreesociety.org/
https://www.networkforafreesociety.org/
https://www.networkforafreesociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/FEBRUARY-2018-NEWSLETTER-Edited-2.pdf
https://iea.org.uk/blog/foundations-of-a-free-society
https://aelso.org/#:~:text=The%20Afghanistan%20Economic%20and%20Legal%20Studies%20Organization%20(AELSO)%20is%20an,2009%20(Registration%20Number%201532
http://aelso.org/files/Islamic-Foundations-of-a-Free-Society-Dari.pdf
https://iea.org.uk/publications/research/foundations-of-a-free-society
http://www.facebook.com/WhiteAssembly


 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Iran 

 
Our partners here have translated and published many 
classical liberal books into Farsi and distributed them and 
the ideas in them widely, recently including Socialism: The 
Failed Idea that Never Dies which has subsequently been 
taken on by a commercial publisher which will take it to 
even wider audiences. 
 
 

 
 
 

https://iea.org.uk/publications/socialism-the-failed-idea-that-never-dies
https://iea.org.uk/publications/socialism-the-failed-idea-that-never-dies


Northern Nigeria – Boko Haram 
 

Boko Haram is a particularly vicious terrorist group which is ruining the lives of thousands of 
people in Northern Nigeria by pillaging, kidnapping, raping and killing.  Its primary aim is to 
establish an Islamic State.  Global African Christians for Liberty promotes discussions about 
tolerance and freedom between young Muslims and Christians.  Currently they only have the 
CD ‘Ideas for a Free Society’ in English and a few copies of Islamic Foundations of a Free 
Society.  The ambition, when funding permits, is to translate texts into Hausa the local 
language, which can then be aired on radio, which is extremely popular in the region. 
 

Here two young men are discussing this book at a seminar in Maiduguri 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pakistan 
 
A bookstore in the bazaar in Peshawar, in Pakistan close to the Afghan border, was the venue 
for a launch of Foundations of a Free Society in Urdu.  The participants discussed the moral 
and spiritual aspects of liberty, the effects of economic freedom on the quality of life, the 
production of wealth, property rights, democracy, equality, free trade, etc.  Participants took 
a keen interest in the role of government regulations in economic development and raised 
questions about privatization and government's role in the enforcement of rule of law and a 
sound justice system.  They suggested that government should transfer funds to the 
development of a sound judicial system and establishment of Rule of Law in the country 
rather paying to cover losses incurred by SOE’s.  The translation and the event were arranged 
by Pakistani think tank Alternate Solutions Institute. 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boko_Haram
https://www.facebook.com/acforliberty
http://aelso.org/files/Islamic-Foundations-of-a-Free-Society-Dari.pdf
http://aelso.org/files/Islamic-Foundations-of-a-Free-Society-Dari.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hausa_language
https://en.wikivoyage.org/wiki/Peshawar
https://www.networkforafreesociety.org/2021/02/24/launch-of-urdu-edition-of-foundations-of-a-free-society-in-peshawar-pakistan-february-2021-alternate-solutions-institute/


 
 
 

Swahili 
 
The new translations into Swahili are proving successful.  They recently include Adam Smith: 

A Primer and An 
Introduction to Capitalism 
earlier and in 2020 and an 
Introduction to 
Entrepreneurship this year.  
All are by Eamonn Butler 
and from the IEA and they 
have been explored with 
groups of students in a 
number of universities and 
also on several radio and 
television stations who 
seem keen to host Liberty 
Sparks now the books are 
available in Swahili. 
 
CEO of Liberty Sparks, Evan 
Exaud said last week, 
“Translation (into Swahili) 
has helped us get so many 
(new) supporters in social 
media and Universities 

administration.  The books are well understood and as an organisation we (have learned 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages/other/swahili/guide/facts.shtml
https://iea.org.uk/publications/research/adam-smith-a-primer
https://iea.org.uk/publications/research/adam-smith-a-primer
https://iea.org.uk/publications/an-introduction-to-capitalism/
https://iea.org.uk/publications/an-introduction-to-capitalism/
https://iea.org.uk/publications/an-introduction-to-entrepreneurship/
https://iea.org.uk/publications/an-introduction-to-entrepreneurship/
http://libertysparks.org/
https://www.facebook.com/evan.exaud
https://www.facebook.com/evan.exaud


and) changed some of our posts as well to be in Swahili.  We have received a good deal of 
good feedback to the translation project and we can’t thank NFS enough.” 

 
An event in Tanzania at St Mary’s University to introduce the texts in Swahili to students 

 

 
 
A huge thank you to our wonderful donors, our inspirational partners and other 
friends for all their work and support to increase understanding of the power of 
freedom in places where it is so much needed. 
 
If you have not already done so, please support this important work in 2020 
there are still millions of people who have no idea that there is a solution to the 
misery and poverty in which they live and no way to find out unless we can help 
our partners reach them.  
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