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Network for a Free Society 
 

Progress Report – Summer 2015. 
 

 
One could be forgiven for thinking that the world is going to hell in a hand basket 
if you looked no further than the media headlines but fortunately that is not the 
case.  
 
Turn instead to such	  books	  as	  Matt	  Ridley’s,	  the	  Rational Optimist or	  Reason’s	  
Ronald Bailey on The End of Doom or	  Cato’s	  Human Progress to realise that 
things are generally going in very much the right direction.   
 
Despite the poverty, deprivation and misery still suffered by many, for the  
majority the situation is constantly	  improving.	  	  	  “Since 1800, the population of 
the world has multiplied six times, yet average life expectancy has more than 
doubled and real income has risen more than 9 times”	  	  and	  “the	  poor	  in	  the	  
developing world grew their consumption twice as fast as the world as a whole 
between	  1980	  and	  2000……….”	  according	  to	  Matt	  Ridley.   Meanwhile  “…world	  
population will soon be declining, more and more land is being restored to 
nature,  increasing wealth is leading to decreasing pollution and the cost of clean 
energy will soon fall	  below	  that	  of	  fossil	  fuels”	  according	  to	  Ronald	  Bailey. 
 
The reason for this good news is economic development based on ever 
increasing exchange and specialisation made possible by growing individual 
freedom.    We believe the best way to enable those still living in some of the 
most dangerous and poorest places on the planet to escape from poverty is to 
help our partners change the climate of opinion in those countries in favour of 
freedom - often one mind at a time.  
 

 
As a result of the wonderful support of our donors and friends 

we have been able to help them reach ever more people 
through their outreach programs, student contests, 

translations and publications in the last 12 months and there 
is so much more we could do together. 

 
 

Thank you all so very much for the part you 
played. 

 
 
On the cover:  Global Entrepreneurship week in Almaty Kazakhstan with Institute for Development and Economic Affairs,  
The	  CD	  “Ideas	  for	  a	  Free	  Society”	  in	  Arabic	  from	  the	  Arab	  Center	  and	  students	  in	  Pakistan	  exploring	  the importance of 
property rights with the Alternate Solutions Institute. 

https://www.rationaloptomist.com/
http://reason.com/reasontv/2013/11/04/ron-bailey-on-the-end-of-doom
http://www.humanprogress.org/
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Challenges in the Muslim World 
 
Respected international indices and indicators show the Muslim world to be 
lower than the world average in respect of economic, technological, innovative 
and competitive capacity and noticeably worse in measures of property rights 
and corruption. Which makes it all the more important to support our friends 
there to explain and promote the critical role that economic freedom and limited 
government play in creating prosperity and peace. 
 
 
The Mena Region 
 
The Arab Center for Scientific Research and Humane Studies  is a classical liberal 
think tank which was set up in Morocco in 2013. Their main objectives are to 
build a democratic, free and peaceful Arab world by creating a public debate and 
influencing public opinion, empowering young Arab civil society leaders to 
actively participate in the building of a free society in their countries and 
empowering decision makers and civil society activists to advance the principles 
of a free society. They also work in Mali, Egypt, Jordan, Tunisia, Yemen and 
Lebanon 
 
In addition they run an impressive educational program throughout the Arabic 
speaking region to make these messages available to an ever increasing audience 
by teaching the teachers and helping others become active in spreading these 
ideas themselves.  
 

The Winter University in Timbuktoo, 2015 - arranged by the Arab Center. 
“The Institutions and Values of a Free Society” 

 
 
This includes outreach 
programs for students, 
programs for activists 
teaching them how to 
promote these ideas in their 
own countries, programs for 
academics, programs on 
democracy and on 
entrepreneurship.  See their 
brochure for fuller details.  
 

 
In the light of the Arab spring, the strengthening and empowerment of civil 
society actors have become a real necessity. Through, the Averoes Academy, the 
Arab Center will build the capacity of young people from six MENA countries to 
make the case for freedom through international conferences and workshops 
where they will receive a specific training on economic issues, advocacy 
techniques and the creation of policy briefs elaboration. 
 

http://arab-csr.org/
http://www.networkforafreesociety.org/2015/07/05/arab-center-for-scientific-research-and-humane-studies-2013-2014/
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Averoes Academy 2015. 
 

The Arab Center translation 
program is as good as any in the 
world.  They now have a library 
of around100 translations that 
explore the concept of freedom 
and were not previously 
available to those who only 
spoke Arabic.  These can be 
found on their digital library. 
 
The translation program has 
made commercial publishing of 

the texts in hard copy in Arabic possible and 4 different publishers are currently 
involved with 10 books due for publication in the current 12 months.  These 
include Economic Freedom and Development by Wolfgang Kasper,  Public Choice – 
A primer by Eamonn Butler,  The Economic Way of Thinking by Paul Heyne, Peter 
Boettke and David Prychitko, Privatization of Telecommunications by Carlos 
Sabino and Wayne Leighton and Encyclopedia of Key Concepts in Human Sciences 
supervised by Dr Mohamed Sabila and Dr Nouh El Harmouzi.  NFS supported 
most of these translations and also the entire encyclopedia project. 
 
One of the projects that I am most excited about this year is the launch of the CD 
in Arabic, pictured on our cover.  It will have 101 books and articles arranged in 
sections covering Freedom, Rule of Law, Rights, Economy, Markets, Government 
and planning.  This mini library on CD will then make these texts available to 
every student at all the Arab Centre training sessions and anyone can make 
further copies for their students or friends. Even though the texts are available 
on the website download speeds and the cost of access make reading them on 
line a challenge for many. 
 
The advantage of the CD is that many copies can easily be carried to meetings 
and they are relatively easy and cheap to send, compared to books.  Also only 
one copy has to be taken or smuggled into a country where these texts are not 
welcome and any number of further copies can subsequently be made. 
 
 
Pakistan 
 
We support two organizations in Pakistan who are doing exceptional work in 
sometimes very difficult circumstances.  A number of the events take place in the 
immediate vicinity of the Peshawar school attack where 140 children were killed 
in December 2014. 
 
 
The Policy Research Institute for Market Economics (PRIME) aims	  “to break 
the status quo- which survives on the foundations of an elitist state and 
completely disregards the	  citizens’	  of Pakistan.”	  	  They	  promote	  limited	  

http://www.scribd.com/arab_center
http://www.primeinstitute.org/
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government, free trade, free enterprise, globalization and competition through 
publications and outreach.  In August they will be running a workshop for young 
people with a background in these issues so that they will then be in a position to 
go and promote these ideas further with their peer groups and to join a larger 
network of like minded people in Pakistan. 
 

 
 
 
 
Later in the year the year they will arrange a two day seminar for academics, 
journalists and business people to explore and discuss the ideas that underpin a free 
society and improve their understanding of the role of individual freedom, limited 
government, rule of law, property rights etc plays in promoting prosperity and peace.   
They do many other things beside. 
 
The Alternate Solutions Institute  aims to change the climate of opinion in Pakistan in 
favour of freedom by outreach to students, teachers, lawyers, journalist and others.  
This includes seminars, workshops, conferences, publishing and promoting relevant 
texts etc. 
 
We support their annual 5 day workshop in Khanasphur this year for the 5th time.  
Click here for a video of it in 2014.   
 
“Mostly students wait for this event and a tough competition usually happens for the 
course through interviews and CV scanning to short-list and select best students with 
appropriate aptitude from the universities and by this we access to very talented and 
motivated students.  During the last few years of experience of working with students, 
it is observed that residential workshop is the most effective means to develop group 
of motivated young people. In the residential workshop, many students become 

http://asinstitute.org/
http://asinstitute.org/node/411
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yArB9oK2eL4
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friends with each other and also develop an affiliation and a sense of ownership with 
the institute. In the last seven years, most of our permanent student contacts were 
discovered during the residential workshop. It provides a formal commitment with 
students. As a result universities and departments invite me to give a lecture and on 
my recommendation the topics are mostly related with economic freedom.”    Raza  
Ullah, President. 
 
Discussing property rights in Pakistan 2015 
 

They will also run other shorter 
seminars. The first will  be  about  ‘Free  
Trade’,  the second will be only for 
female students on the ‘protection  of  
private property rights and its relation 
with  women  empowerment’, which is 
particularly crucial in the Muslim 
world, and the third on  ‘Rule  of Law 
and  Rule  of  Persons’.  About 35-40 
students will participate in each.  
 

They also help set up clubs in universities called “Students for Entrepreneurship and 
Economic Reforms” to avoid using potentially more sensitive terms such as students 
for liberty. 
 
 
Afghanistan 
 
In 2014 we supported a project of our good friends at the 
Afghan Economic and Legal Studies Organisation 
(AELSO) to set up an internet based online radio and TV 
program.  Its aim is to enable young Afghans to exchange 
their views on classical liberal values such as the market 
economy, rule of law, freedom of expression etc not only 
in the national languages of Pashto and Dari but also in 
English and with direct communication to experts and 
partner organisations around the world. 
 
Unfortunately due to the postponement of the selection of 
the new Afghan cabinet members and approval by the parliament during the last 6 
months of 2014, AELSO was not able to get the required official permit from the 
telecommunication and information technology ministry until well into 2015. So this 
project has only just become operational.  But we congratulate our colleagues at 
AELSO for their perseverance.  Imagine having to live with such administrative 
decisions being put on hold for 6 months while the wrangling about government 
appointments continues. 
 
 
 
 

http://aelso.org/
http://aelso.org/radio
http://aelso.org/radio
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Istanbul Network for Liberty 
 
The mission of the Istanbul Network is to explore the principles and values of a free 
society in the Muslim world is. It was set up during the 2011 Mont Pelerin meeting in 
Istanbul and conferences have been held in Fez in 2012, Islamabad in 2013, Istanbul 
in 2014 and this year in Marrakech.  The papers from these meetings can be found 
here  and a report of the recent meeting in Morocco here.  
 
About 60 participants from Morocco, Egypt, UK, US, Turkey, Pakistan, Malaysia, 
France, Algeria and Bosnia attended the latest meeting. The papers were excellent as 
was the Arabic/English translation and the debate was very lively.  The event was 
organised by the Arab Center. 
 

Istanbul Network conference in Marrakech May 2019 
 

 
 
It is hoped to  expand  INFoL’s activities in the future to include a quarterly on line 
journal, a regular blog and national meetings in addition to the annual conference. 
 
Despite its relatively short life and limited activities it is already having 
consequences.  An introduction during the Istanbul meeting in 2014 led to the 
inauguration of seminars and the formation of groups in Mali where there have 
previously been no classical liberal contacts.  The Arab Centre now goes there 
regularly to work with teachers and students to explore the concepts and foundations 
of a free society.  This year our first contacts in Algeria were made when an Algerian 
professor applied to present a paper. When he got to Marrakech he explained he had 
been teaching Hayek there for 20 years and we have now been able to introduce him 
to contacts all round the world. Shortly we will send him the CDs in Arabic and 
French, so his students have access to a significant new classical liberal library of 
texts which were not previously available to most students in Algeria. 
 
The standard of papers for the INFoL conferences have been consistently high and a 
number of them will be included in a book on Islam to be published by the Institute of 
Economic Affairs in London later this year.   It will address the question of the 
compatibility of Islam and freedom, challenge the perception of Islam in many 
Western minds and encourage Muslims to understand the benefits of freer societies. 
All crucially important issues for not only mainly Muslim countries but the whole 
world. 

http://istanbulnetwork.org/
http://istanbulnetwork.org/4th-annual-conference-18-20-may-2015-marrakech-morocco
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Iran 

Last year there was a slowdown in our Iranian program due to sensitivities in the 
country although translations continued and the latest edition of the magazine 
Excellent Organisation was recently published.  It included an editorial on the 
invisible hand, a piece on globalization and trade by Eamonn Butler,  Economics for 
Boys and Girls by Leonard Reed and Creating Jobs vs Creating Wealth by Dwight R 
Lee.  The next edition will include an interview with Norman Lamont and two FEE 
articles Energy Know-It-Alls by Larry Reed and Who Ignores the Principles of 
Scarcity by Sandy Ikeda  

The hopes are for three books to be published this year.  Manuel  Ayau’s  brilliant  
small book on the magic of exchange, It is not a Zero Sum Game, Government, 
Democracy and the Rule of Law, which will include three essays; What is the Rule of 
Law by Leon Louw; The Nature of Government by Ayn Rand and Can Democracies 
be Despotic by Alexis de Tocqueville.  Finally, The Foundations of a Free Society by 
Eamonn Butler. 

 
Turkey 
 
Our old friends in Turkey the Association for Liberal Thinking ran a number of  
popular programs with NFS support including an essay contest on 'The Impact of  
Liberal Democracy and Free Trade over Peace' which was popular because of its 
relevance to the Kurdish question. Ongoing graduate seminars which reach out 
to talented intellectuals equipping them with the ideas and understanding 
needed to disseminate the ideas further throughout Turkish society. 

And Regional seminars which aimed to develop better understanding of the 
history of Turkey and a perspective based on rule of law, individual liberty and 
property rights as a solution to social and legal problems that continue today. 
Graduate students, young academics, writers, lawyers, and particularly liberal 
and conservative Muslim individuals and non-Muslim opinion leaders attended.  

Graduate seminars in Ankara. 

 

 

http://www.fee.org/
http://www.liberal.org.tr/engindex.php
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Our new friends in Turkey the Freedom 
Research Assocation opened their doors in 
2015 and will be mainly focussing on public 
policy research, but they also ran an interactive 
student seminar to attract promising 
undergraduates to the ideas of liberty. Everyone 
received a copy of the Turkish version of the mini library on CD 'Ideas for a Free 
Society', to give them continuing access to these important texts. 

 
Kazakhstan 
 
In Kazahkstan promoting freedom and democracy can get you into trouble which is 
why the think tank there is called IDEAS, the Institute for Development and 
Economic Affairs, as opposed to the think tank in Malaysia which is also called 
IDEAS but that is the Institute for Democracy and Economic Affairs. 
 
 

Ideas Challenge Competition in Kazakhstan November 2014.  Students teams working on 
their proposals. 

 

 
 
 
Last year they ran an Ideas Competition to encourage identification of the challenges 
faced by businesses in Kazakhstan.  They held 5 meetings in three towns where teams 
of three or four students must identify a difficulty faced by business and suggest a 
market solution for it.  The teams with the best ideas get some expert help refining the 
idea and the result is four case studies which will be promoted through the media 
among partners and government structures, members of Parliament and National 
Chamber of Entrepreneurs. 
 
There was a final forum at Global Entrepreneurship Week in Almaty where more than 
2000 participants discussed challenges to business.  The photo is on our cover. 
 
 
 
 

http://ozgurlukarastirmalari.com/
http://ozgurlukarastirmalari.com/
https://www.facebook.com/IDEAinstitute
https://www.facebook.com/IDEAinstitute
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Bosnia 
 
In Bosnia Herzogovina Multi ran a 
program along the same lines and Admir 
Cavalic sent this email after the first 
round. You  can  sense  his  excitement.  “I  
am sending the first report for the project 
"Night of Ideas" (Idea nights). Things 
are going fantastic, there is so much 
interest and positive energy among all 
(media, students, professors, ngo). I 
cannot wait for the nights with debates. 
Tomorrow morning I will be on 
television talking about the project.” 
 
The purpose was to support student activism and creativity and to encourage them to 
develop innovative ideas to solve specific social problems. It was held in two 
universities one in Tuzla and one in Sarajevo.  
 
Teams of three participants (students) prepared their case for the competition night, 
on topics which are predefined by the organizers. They were youth unemployment, 
the problem of corruption and nepotism in Bosnia and Herzegovina, the question of 
privatization and the economic crisis in the country The first part of the competition 
involves presentations by the teams. The second half of the competition is reserved 
for questions by the audience or the moderators which is intended to get clear debate 
and to challenge participants to continue their research. 
 
Then everyone votes with great enthusiasm as you can see in the photo. The prize for 
the winning team was participation at the European Students For Liberty Conference 
in Germany, in 2015. Other teams won books and student equipment. The entire 
program was very well covered by the media.  200 students were involved at each 
venue which included 8 teams. 
 
The winning team from the Faculty of Economics in Tuzla, offered a comprehensive 
plan in the spirit of Ricardian model of comparative advantage, with clear 
identification and resolution of some basic economic questions in the Tuzla Canton 
and beyond.  The Ideas Night project got to the finals of the world Students for 
Liberty Competition of the Year.  
 
Admir said it was a unique event for Bosnia and Herzegovina and the region as it was 
the first time there had been a debate competition on liberal issue.  He added that they 
have set themselves the task of getting between 3,000 and 4,000 young people 
involved in their activities in the next 12 months, again with the help of NFS and 
those generous people who support and encourage our activities. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.multi.ba/
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Tajikistan 
 
The Tajikistan Free Market Centre ran a	  Debate	  League	  “Ideas	  for	  Free	  Society”	  
launched in 29th of March, 2015. The main aim was to promote liberal ideas 
amongst young people involving them in discussions about society. The topics 
for discussion related to the free society, the role of individual and state in the 
scope of policy, economic and social activities.  Read more. 
Taking four months (March-July) it involved 16 debate teams of students and 
young professionals between 16 and 30 years old from two main cities of 
Tajikistan – Dushanbe and Khujand and the TFMC was supported by the  
Dushanbe Debate Centre, the Friedrich Naumann Foundation and Network for a 
Free Society” 
 
 
Alexandra Smirnova head of Danshube debate centre and chief referee of the league explains 

the rules. 
 

 

 

 
Malaysia 

The Institute for Democracy and Economic Affairs in Kuala Lumpur is 
worried about the growth of loud illiberal voices and constant misunderstanding 
of the true meaning of classical liberalism, so are working to develop a series of 
masterclasses on liberalism, complete with proper reading materials, 
assessments and certificates to those who successfully complete the course. This 
will build on a similar project that ran with considerable success with NFS 
funding last year for which they had 90 applicants for 30 places.  This was 
reported in our December 2014 Newsletter. 

As with all the projects we support they are looking to inspire and identify future 
teachers, academics, journalist, business people, bureaucrats and politicians who 
understand the creative power of freedom and will promote it throughout their 
lives. 

http://www.networkforafreesociety.org/2015/08/06/ideas-for-free-society/
http://ideas.org.my/
http://us6.campaign-archive1.com/?u=a9097c21dbf4b971a3ab947cf&id=5517812574
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During the last 12 months we met or exceeded nearly all the targets we set ourselves a 
year ago.  More than 25,000 of the English edition of the CD have been distributed to 
partners in Asia and Africa and over 5000 of the French CD to partners in Cote 
D'Ivoire, Mali, Burundi, Senegal, Algeria and France.  We also have some 30 of the 
English CD texts, which do not have copyright issues, on our website so those who 
have a reasonable internet connection can read them even if they dont have a CD. 

The translation and publishing of classical liberal texts that NFS supported has 
exceeded our expectations and we were very pleased to welcome two significant new 
donors. 

Our ambitions for the next 12 months are to distribute the new Arabic CD widely and 
continue the promotion and distribution of the English and French versions.  We hope 
to maintain or increase support for translation and publication of the most relevant 
texts, particularly in the Muslim world,  as well as for student outreach and contests 
that reach a new audience and identify future freedom champions in countries where 
there is presently little understanding or support for individual and economic freedom. 

A more specific ambition is to run a three day seminar in sub-Saharan Africa for those 
young leaders who have been identified by our outreach programs, including the 
annual sub-Saharan essay contest, and the outreach work of our good friends 
including the Atlas Network. Relevant texts and ideas would be explored under the 
guidance of  an experienced academic to strengthen their understanding of the 
principles, values, foundations and benefits of a free society and thereby their ability 
to make an increasingly convincing case themselves. 

There is so much more we could tell you about the inspiring work of our dedicated 
and innovative parthners, particularly about their work in Africa and Asia, but that 
will have to wait for another occasion. However if you want to smile please see 
Lopsang Dorje Lama’s rendition of the 'Invisible Hand, which was his winning entry 
in the Nepalaese Samriddhi Foundation's 'Expressing Ideas for a Free Society'.  He 
wrote the music and the words which he sings while drawing the graphics!!  

 
We want to thank our marvellous donors most sincerely for the 
crucial role they play in making this possible.  Also our partners, 

board members, those who allow us to use their texts so 
generously or support us in other ways.  If you have ideas or 

advice we would be so pleased to hear from you. 
 

 
Further funding for this important work is essential if it is to 

continue so please help us if you can.  You may give through our 
website or by contacting us directly.  

 
 

.http://www.networkforafreesociety.org  http://www.facebook.com/freesociety 
mailto:info@freesocieties.org 

http://www.networkforafreesociety.org/resources/
http://www.networkforafreesociety.org/resources/
http://www.networkforafreesociety.org/2015/03/13/winner-of-the-student-competition-in-nepal-2/
http://www.facebook.com/freesociety

